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where policies affecting family life, the rearing and education of
the young, and similar issues of moral-religious bearing are con-
cerned. School reform in several of the provinces has been
blocked by opposition that, although sometimes headed by
Catholics, had and still has a good deal of Protestant support.
The privileged place of Greek and Latin in the curriculum of
which middle- and upper-class youngsters alone are able to
avail themselves, the teaching of classes on religion in the
schools, concessions to confessional schools, separation of boys
and girls at a very early age, and like matters have had fairly
solid clerical backing from Protestants and Catholics alike. The
same is true with regard to the severe penalties imposed for the
spreading of contraceptive information; Communists and So-
cial Democrats only have made strong protest, and the Com-
munists, although noisy, are numerically insignificant in the
western zones. It is the Social Democratic anticlericals who are
really important in the development of family patterns that sig-
nificantly diverge from those adhered to by the clerical group,
and, because the former are most strongly represented in the
cities, there is considerable overlap with the urban differentials
mentioned earlier.

All these possibilities for the study of differentials we can see,
but the plain fact is that adequate investigation along such lines
has not taken place. The honest researcher is compelled to ad-
mit that he is still dependent on impressions gained as by-prod-
ucts of studies undertaken for purposes other than the analysis
of family life. If this is the case where variations are concerned,
how much more is it true when there is an effort to find unity in
the diversity! Here we are flung back on general impressions
that are only a few stages removed from the cartoon-like images
already ridiculed.

The present writer can only say in justification of the impres-
sions he is about to offer that he has spent much time in Ger-
many on many occasions from 1923 onward and has written
several studies of German regions, population distribution, so-
cial stratification, political mentality, and, most relevant of all,
youth movements.3 He is now in process of completing a study

3. The writer's book, German Youth: Bond or Free (reissued; Gary, Ind.: Norman
Paul Press, 1950), has also appeared in German under the tide Vom Baretteschwanktdie
Feder (Wiesbaden: Verlag der Greif, 1949).
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